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Brief history of the Maccabees
The Knights of the Maccabees were a fraternal and benevolent “Legal reserve

society.” families of deceased members received benefits in the form of legal-
reserve insurance. All white persons of sound health and good character, from
birth to 70 years of age, were eligible for membership. Their name comes from the
Biblical Maccabees. The order was founded in London, Ontario in 1878 and
reorganized in 1883. before 1914; it was known as the Knights of the Maccabees.
Subsequent to 1914, it has been simply called “The Maccabees.” at one time abot;t
one third of the membership was in Michigan.
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